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Pension Credit

What is Pension Credit?
Pension Credit is made up of two parts; Guarantee Credit and Savings Credit.  It is possible to receive both at the same time.

· Guarantee Credit is to make sure no-one lives on less than a set amount.  If your income is less than this amount it will be topped up.  If you receive this then you could also be entitled to full Council Tax and Housing Benefit even if your capital is over £16,000.

· Savings Credit is for those who have savings or an extra income (e.g. an occupational pension).


Who qualifies?
Guarantee Credit – anyone over 60 on an income lower than a set amount (see below).

Savings Credit – must be over 65 and have additional savings or an extra income.

How much could I receive? (2010/11)
Guarantee Credit - your income will be topped up to:

· £132.60 if you are single

· £202.40 for a couple

Extra amounts are paid for severe disability, if you are a carer or for some housing costs.

Savings Credit – the maximum you could receive is:

· £20.52 per week if you are single

· £27.09 per week for a couple.

How do I claim?

Phone the Pension Credit Helpline on 0800 99 1234
Or on-line at: www.direct.gov.uk 


Where should I go for help?
You can contact the Welfare Advice Service on 0845 345 0310 between 1pm – 5pm Monday – Friday. 
