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Bereavement Allowance

What is Bereavement Allowance?
Bereavement Allowance is a benefit that can be claimed by a widow, widower or surviving civil partner aged 45 or over at the time of their spouse’s or civil partner’s death.  Claimants must not be over state pension age nor have dependant children.  


Who qualifies?

Claimants over state pension age may qualify for additional State Pension as a widow, widower or surviving civil partner.

Claimants with dependant children may be able to claim a Widowed Parent’s Allowance.

Bereavement Allowance is a taxable benefit and is generally counted as income for means tested benefits.


How much could I receive? (2010/11 rates)
The amount of Bereavement Allowance paid depends on the claimant’s age and the late spouse’s National Insurance record.  It is paid for 52 weeks after the date of your spouse’s or civil partner’s death.  The full weekly rate is £97.65 if you were aged over 55 when bereaved.
How do I claim?

Phone Jobcentre Plus on 0800 055 66 88

Or on-line at: www.direct.gov.uk 


Where should I go for help?
You can contact the Welfare Advice Service on 0845 345 0310 between 1pm – 5pm Monday – Friday. 
